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National Youth Advocacy and Resilience Conference, NYAR 22
PRESENTATION TITLE:
Addressing Poverty, Children’s Mental Health, and Education; Coming Together as a Community

RELAVANCE/STRANDS:
“HEART and HOME”: Fostering social and emotional skills and the social climate for all children and youth. Developing
and enhancing family and community support for all children and youth.
BRIEF DESCRIPTION:
Existing within every society are various cultures and sub-cultures. This presentation examines the relationship between
poverty, children’s mental health, and education. We will review existing literature and practices designed to address
these issues both in and out of the classroom and discuss what we as a community can do to minimize the effects of
poverty and mental health and maximize successful education.
PRESENTATION SUMMARY:
Addressing Poverty, Children’s Mental Health, and Education; Coming Together as a Community
Educational success likely is affected by three factors; biology, culture, and school itself. We have little control over
biological influences so this presentation will focus on how we as educators, family and community can work together to
establish systems to maximize student success. We know that kids living in poverty are 4 times more likely to drop

out of school, 4 times more likely to have serious mental health issues and 5 times more likely to go to jail;
let’s change those statistics. Culture plays and enormous part in student classroom behavior and regardless of the
interventions in place within the classroom, success will be minimal unless interventions also include a family and
community approach. This presentation will examine those interventions directed at improving student behavior
through culturally aliened classroom interventions, increasing parent and community involvement. We will examine the
effects of mentoring on the lives of disadvantaged youth. We will examine present school policies and interventions
that may inhibit the educational progress of at risk students as well as review partnerships that can be established
between educators, parents and community that can strengthen appropriate student behavior. Finally, the audience
will participate in a group discussion of how they can facilitate a change in methods and approaches presently used to
address the issues that occur when the street meets the classroom.
LEARNER OBJECTIVES:
1.

Participants should leave the presentation with knowledge of what can be done in the classroom and in the
community to maximize educational success.

2. Participants will understand the effects of poverty on behavior and education.
3. How to address the needs of an entire family to improve classroom outcomes.
4. How to engage distant families in their youth’s education.
5. How to come together as a community to minimize the effects of poverty on our children’s education.

EVIDENCE:
Children who grow up in impoverished families face more barriers to education than others. The supporting research
and literature is too numerous to cite, however from ‘Psychology Today’ the results of effective mentoring programs
include; a decrease in bullying, an increase in self-confidence and self-image, an increase in grade point averages, less
likely to break the law, more likely to resist peer pressure, and more. Information linking the street with the classroom
come from “Reduction of School Violence”, B. Johns, V. Carr, www.behavioradvisor.com/streetwise.html, Additional
references include: Harvard Educational Review “Tough Fronts”, Lewis, Newcomer, (2006). “The Handbook of Classroom
Management”, www.psychologytoday.comrg, https://www.nimh.nih.gov and much much more.

FORMAT: (Individual Presentation)

